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Questions on Avoiding Plagiarism 
 

• What is plagiarism? 
to deceive” 

• What causes plagiarism? 
 

• How is plagiarism found out? 
 

• What is expected from your course work? 
 

• Where to learn more? 
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Plagiarism is defined as “submitting 
someone else’s work as one’s own” 
 

• Copying of text, problem solutions, computer 
programs, drawings/diagrams and pictures without 
citing the copied material and without specifying the 
source.  

• Copying other students’ work. 
• Using ideas, data or other material without specifying 

the source. 
• Summarising or rewriting a text without the writer 

essentially changing the original. 
• Too close cooperation with other students.  
• Translating a piece of work. 
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Examples (for details see KTH plagiarism policy [1]): 

1. http://intra.kth.se/regelverk/policyer/policy-for-hantering-av-plagiering-inom-kths-utbildning-1.61391?l=en_UK  
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The KTH plagiarism policy is based on 
the Higher Education Ordinance 
 

The Higher Education Ordinance (SFS 1993:100) does not 
specifically mention plagiarism, but states (Chapter 10 
Section 1): 
Disciplinary measures may be taken against students who  
1. by prohibited aids or other means attempt to deceive 
during examinations or when academic work is otherwise 
assessed 
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2. Carroll, J. and Zetterling, C.-M., Guiding students away from plagiarism /  
Hjälp studenterna att undvika plagiering, KTH Learning Lab, ISBN 978-91-7415-403-0, 2009 

[2 p. 16] 

http://people.kth.se/~ambe/KTH/Guidingstudents.pdf�
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2. Carroll, J. and Zetterling, C.-M., Guiding students away from plagiarism /  
Hjälp studenterna att undvika plagiering, KTH Learning Lab, ISBN 978-91-7415-403-0, 2009 

[2 p. 69] 

http://people.kth.se/~ambe/KTH/Guidingstudents.pdf�


What can be the result? 
 

• Warning or Suspension 
  In cases involving suspension, schools (and Ladok) 

are informed and are responsible for the enforcement 
of the decision to suspend the student. During 
suspension, students may not: 

• participate in any teaching, laboratory work, or any 
other work at KTH 

• visit KTH teaching facilities or the KTH Library 
• sit any examinations 
• participate in any study trips 
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What causes plagiarism? 
 

II2202 Fall 2011 (c) 2011 Carl-Mikael Zetterling 8 

Cook or microwave? 

[source: Jude Carroll] 



Some excuses mentioned for plagiarism 
 

• poor planning and leaving work to the last minute 
• not being confident of producing satisfactory work 
• feeling a lack of necessary skills 
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2. Carroll, J. and Zetterling, C.-M., Guiding students away from plagiarism /  
Hjälp studenterna att undvika plagiering, KTH Learning Lab, ISBN 978-91-7415-403-0, 2009 

[2 p. 14] 

http://people.kth.se/~ambe/KTH/Guidingstudents.pdf�


How is plagiarism found out? 
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[source: Jude Carroll] 



Judge example one and two 
 

• Which one will pass and which one will fail? 
• Which one is plagiarised (cut and paste)? 
• Which one reads better? 

 
• Read the texts yourself 
• Discuss with your neighbour 
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[source: Jude Carroll] 



How is plagiarism found out? 
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https://www.turnitin.com/static/products/originality.php�
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What is expected from your course work? 
 

• Use citations and references 
(See previous lectures on Writing) 

• Various thoughts from Jude Carroll 
• How not to be accused of copy-paste by mistake 
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Types of KTH plagiarism 
 

1. Copying 
 

2. Re-submitting 
 

3. Not showing your sources 
 

4. Working too closely with other students 
 

II2202 Fall 2011 (c) 2011 Carl-Mikael Zetterling 19 

[source: Jude Carroll] 



Avoiding plagiarism from not showing 
your sources 
 

•This is hard!! 
•You need many skills 
•You may need to STOP some ways of writing you 
have used for many years 

•You will need lots of practice at the new way 
•You need to look at how your textbooks, articles 
and your teachers show their sources 
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[source: Jude Carroll] 



A reminder:  
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‘the unacknowledged use of the ideas and 
materials of others …..in such a manner as 
to convey the impression that those ideas 

and materials are his or her own’  
 (This is from a university in Hong 

Kong, 2008) 
 

What is underneath this? 
 
• different ways to acknowledge others.  If 
you show ‘this is NOT my own work’, then 
all the rest is! 

• knowing which ideas and materials are 
‘owned’ 

• understanding why these things matter! 
 [source: Jude Carroll] 



Many people do use copying to learn 
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‘If you can recite 300 poems, you will become 
a poet yourself’. 

 
‘If you can recite 300 poems, you will become 
a poet yourself’. ( from Tang, 2008)* 

 
Another teacher, Catherine Tang, used this proverb to talk with 
her students.  I had the idea of using it from Catherine Tang.  
I acknowledge her.  I become more honest, more polite.   

I become more credible and I have more authority.   

[source: Jude Carroll] 
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[source: Jude Carroll] 
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‘Use my own 
words’… can I 
ask for help? 

So many questions! 

[source: Jude Carroll] 



Plagiarism ? 
 

1. You ask someone to proofread your paper. 
2. You ask a Librarian to do the literature search for 

you.  She does it! 
3. You put “…..” around a direct quote in your paper. 
4. You use a paper from last year as the basis for 

your coursework this year.  You use the structure 
and look up the same sources.  You like the 
conclusion, too,  and use that. 
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[source: Jude Carroll] 



What is expected from your course work? 
 

• Use citations and references 
(See previous lectures on Writing) 

• How not to be accused of copy-paste by mistake: 
Keep a separate file for copy-paste notes 
Keep track of references 
Use “your own words” 
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Where to learn more: 
 

• http://www.kth.se/plagiarism 
Guiding  students away from plagiarism (free e-book) 

(Jude Carroll and Carl-Mikael Zetterling, 2009) 
Links for students bottom of page 

• James Cook University study skills support 
http://www.jcu.edu.au/learningskills/  

• LearnHigher resource list: 
 http://www.learnhigher.ac.uk/learningareas/academicwriting/resourc

esforstudents.htm  
• Links on 123helpme.com (but not the essays…) 

http://www.123helpme.com/plagiarism.jsp  
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Summary: Avoiding Plagiarism 
 
• What is plagiarism? 

- Importance of “intent to deceive” 

• What causes plagiarism? 
- Poor planning 
- Lack of skills 

• How is plagiarism found out? 
- Good reader 
- TURNITIN 

• What is expected from your course work? 
- Use “your own words”  
- Write using references 

• Where to learn more? 
- See Bibliography 
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Summary 
 

Image source: http://images.fungopher.com/C/q/A/CqACBETWb/Don-t-Even-Think-About-it.jpg  

Plagiarism 
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